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UNITED
CREOSOTING CO.
TEXAS
EPA ID# TXD980745574

EPA REGION 6
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 08

Site Description   

Location: ! Conroe, Montgomery County

Population:! Approximately 13,000 people live within two-miles of the site.

Setting: ! Nearest drinking water well is 1.8 miles southeast of the site, screened 160 feet below
the ground surface.
! Site is now half residential, half commercial; approximately 100 residences are located
on the site.
! The site is approximately 100 acres.
! Two waste lagoons are on-site, but are now covered.

Hydrology:! Shallow water-bearing zone is 25 feet deep, not currently used.
! First water-bearing zone used for domestic supply:  100 ft.
! City of Conroe water supply:  400-1000 feet below surface.

Wastes and Volumes  

PRINCIPAL POLLUTANTS:

!  Pentachlorophenol  - in soil (up to 1,100 ppm) and ground water (50 ppb).
!  Creosote compounds - in soil (up to 15,000 ppm) and ground water (100 ppb).

VOLUME:

!  13,000 cubic yards of soil in two surface lagoons.
!  67,250 cubic yards of contaminated soil
!  43,000,000 gallons of contaminated ground water

Site Assessment and Ranking  

NPL LISTING HISTORY
Site HRS Score: 37.29

Proposed Date: 9/08/83
Final Date: 9/21/84
NPL Update: No. 1
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Site Map and Diagram  

The Remediation Process  

Site History:

! United Creosoting operated from 1946 - 1972 as a wood treating facility.
! Redevelopment of abandoned site for commercial and residential use began in 1977.

Health Considerations:

! Residences were constructed on the site of an impoundment contaminated with hazardous materials.

Other Environmental Risks:

! Shallow ground water is contaminated.

Record of Decision  

Signed: September 30, 1986

! INTERIM REMEDY:  Temporary Cap, Future Disposal
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  Other Remedies Considered                 Reason Not Chosen             
1 .   O n - s i t e  l a n d f i l l N o t  p e r m a n e n t  R e m e d y
2 .   O n - s i t e  i n c in e r a t i o n P o t e n t i a l  p u b l i c  o p p o s i t i o n
3 .   O f f - s i t e  l a n d f i l l N o  f a c i l i t y  a v a i l a b le
4 .   O f f - s i t e  i n c in e r a t i o n F a c i l i t y  n o t  y e t  a v a i l a b le
5 .   P e r m a n e n t  c a p  &  s lu r r y  w a l l N o t  p e r m a n e n t  r e m e d y

S i g n e d :  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 8 9  

! P E R M A N E N T  R E M E D Y :   C r i t i c a l  F lu id  E x t r a c t i o n  a n d  R e b u r i a l  o f  C le a n  S o i ls  O n - s i t e ;  
O f f - s i t e  In c in e r a t i o n  o f  L i q u id  O r g a n ic  C o n c e n t r a t e .

  Other Remedies Considered                 Reason Not Chosen             

1 .   N o  A c t i o n In a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  h u m a n  h e a l t h  a n d  t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t .

2 .   C a p p in g I f  t h e  c a p s  a r e  d a m a g e d  o r  n o t  m a in t a i n e d  p r o p e r ly ,
r i s k  f r o m  p o t e n t i a l  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  u n t r e a t e d
c o n t a m in a n t s ;  i n a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t  [ g r o u n d  w a t e r ] .

3 .   O n - s i t e  I n c in e r a t i o n T h is  a l t e r n a t iv e  w a s  n o t  f a v o r e d  b y  t h e   c o m m u n i t y ;
c o s t s  a r e  h ig h e r  f o r  t h is  a l t e r n a t iv e  t h a n  t h e  s e le c t e d
r e m e d y .

4 .   B io lo g ic a l  T r e a t m e n t T h e  t o x ic i t y  o f  d io x in s  a n d  f u r a n s  w a s  n o t
s ig n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h is  t r e a t m e n t  p r o c e s s
( t r e a t a b i l i t y  s t u d y ) .

5 .   O f f - s i t e  I n c in e r a t i o n T r a n s p o r t  a n d  in c r e a s e d  h a n d l in g  o f  t h e  h ig h  v o lu m e
o f  c o n t a m in a t e d  s o i l s  c r e a t e  s h o r t - t e r m  r i s k
c o n s id e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  im p le m e n t a t i o n .   I n  a d d i t i o n ,
t h e  c o s t s  f o r  t h is  a l t e r n a t iv e  w e r e  n e a r ly  1 0  t im e s
g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h o s e  f o r  t h e  s e le c t e d  r e m e d y .

Community Involvement  

! C o m m u n i t y  In v o lv e m e n t  P la n :   D e v e lo p e d   5 /8 4 , r e v is e d  4 /9 1 .
! O p e n  h o u s e s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s :   8 /8 3 , 2 /8 4 , 1 /8 6 , 8 /8 6 , 5 /8 8 , 1 2 /8 9 , 5 /9 0 , 7 /9 0 , 5 /9 1 , 1 0 /9 1 , a n d
n u m e r o u s  o p e n  h o u s e s  o n  r e lo c a t i o n  d u r i n g  1 9 9 1 , 1 9 9 2 , a n d  1 9 9 3 .
! P r o p o s e d  P la n  F a c t  S h e e t s  a n d  P u b l ic  M e e t i n g s :   8 /8 6  (In t e r im ),  7 /8 9  (P e r m a n e n t ) .
! R O D  F a c t  S h e e t :   1 0 /8 6  (In t e r im  R e m e d y )  a n d  1 1 /8 9  (P e r m a n e n t  R e m e d y ).
! E P A  F a c t  S h e e t s :   3 /8 7 , 6 /8 7 , 3 /8 8 , 5 /8 8 , 2 /8 9 , 1 2 /8 9 , 1 /9 0 , 2 /9 0 , 4 ,5 ,6 /9 0 , 8 ,9 /9 0 , 1 1 /9 0 .
! T N R C C  F a c t  S h e e t s :   3 /8 8 , 6 /8 8 , 3 /8 9 , 1 /9 1 , 4 /9 1 , 5 /9 3 , 1 9 9 4  

! C i t i z e n s  o n  s i t e  m a i l in g  l is t :   2 3 2
! C o n s t i t u e n c y  In t e r e s t :   H ig h  in t e r e s t  c o n c e r n in g  h e a l t h  h a z a r d s , d e c r e a s in g  p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s , a n d  r e q u e s t s
f o r  b u y o u t s .  C o m m u n i t y  in t e r e s t  l e s s e n in g  a s  r e m e d ia t i o n  is  c o m p le t e d .
! S i t e  R e p o s i t o r y :M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y  L ib r a r y , 4 0 0  N o r t h  S a n  J a c in t o , C o n r o e , T X  7 7 3 0 1
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Technical Assistance Grant   

! A v a i la b i l i t y  N o t i c e :   2 /8 9 , r e a d v e r t i s e d  9 /9 0 .
! L e t t e r s  o f In t e n t  R e c e iv e d :

1 )  T a n g le w o o d  A s s is t a n c e  G r o u p  -  9 /2 7 /8 9  (w i t h d r a w n )
! G r a n t  A w a r d :   N o n e
! C u r r e n t  S t a t u s :   N o  a p p a r e n t  i n t e r e s t  i n  a p p ly in g  f o r  g r a n t .

Fiscal and Program Management  

! Remedial Project Manager (EPA):  E a r l  H e n d r i c k , 2 1 4 -6 6 5 -8 5 1 9 , M a il  C o d e :   6 S F - A P
! State Contact:  ( T N R C C )  J im  S h e r , 5 1 2 -2 3 9 -2 4 4 4 , M a il  C o d e  1 4 4
! Community Involvement Coordinator (EPA:D o n n  W a l t e r s , 2 1 4 -6 6 5 -6 4 8 3 , M a il  C o d e :  6 S F -P O
! Attorney (EPA):  J a m e s  L . T u r n e r , 2 1 4 -6 6 5 -3 1 5 9 , M a il  C o d e :   6 S F - D L
! State Coordinator (EPA):  S h i r l e y  W o r k m a n , 2 1 4 -6 6 5 -8 5 2 2 , M a il  C o d e :   6 S F - A P
! Prime Contractor: C F  S y s t e m s  (C o n t r a c t o r  f o r  c o n t a m in a n t  r e m o v a l )  A C E  (G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t o r )  

R o y  F . W e s t o n  ( A & E )

C o s t  R e c o v e r y :   E P A  a n d  S t a t e - L e a d

! P R P s  Id e n t i f i e d :   1 0
! V ia b le  P R P :   1
! C o s t  r e c o v e r y  p o s s ib i l i t y

Present Status and Issues  
! R e m e d ia t i o n  o f  r e s id e n t i a l  s o i ls  h a s  b e e n  c o m p le t e d  a n d  y a r d s  r e s t o r e d , t h r e a t s  t o  h u m a n  h e a l t h  h a v e
b e e n  e l im in a t e d .
! R e m e d ia l  A c t i o n  f i e ld  a c t i v i t i e s  in  in d u s t r i a l  s t a r t e d  in  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 5 .
! D e le t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s id e n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  f r o m  t h e  N P L  is  a n t i c ip a t e d  in  1 9 9 7 .

Benefits   

! T h e  c le a n u p  in  t h e  r e s id e n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  C r e o s o t e  C o m p a n y  S u p e r f u n d  s i t e  h a s  m i t i g a t e d
r i s k s  t o  h u m a n  h e a l t h  f r o m  c o n t a m in a t e d  s o il.


